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are laying up for themselves against the day of judgment or
re-incarnation. It supplies, therefore, no motive to forward
Science, or to apply it to the arts of life. And aw the object of
Buddhism is the suppression of all dcnro, it gives no stimulus
to material progress or to Civilization. Indeed one may
observe here, that neither Ilindooism nor Buddhism could be
universal religions, were it for nothing more than that they
both require that others shall supply their bodily wants while
they sit in meditation; and therefore their success, viz., the
getting rid of desire, is only possible on the condition that
others shall have enough desire to work to support them.
With Christianity, on the other hand, where the desire^ instead
of being repressed, find their legitimate sphere in working for
the good of the family, the State, and the World, Science is
directly stimulated and encouraged for the sake of its practical
results ; and would be more so, indeed, were it not for fear of
its speculative effects on the Mosaic Cosmogony with which
Christianity happens to be bound up. Civilization, in con-
sequence, is to that extent directly promoted by Christianity.

Summing up, then, we may say of Buddhism, that it is the
most determined attempt ever made to solve the problem of
the world not only without God or the Soul, but without either
Civilization or the influence of environing conditions. The
attempt, however, to make of It a universal religion was
hopeless in the face of the higher point at which Western
Thought had arrived* For although its beautiful ethical
precepts were in many ways identical with those of Christianity,
still the difference ia the position occupied by these ethics in
the systems of Buddha and of Christ respectively is as great
as the difference in the position occupied by the Laws of
Nature, in Stoicism and in. Modern Science, In Stoicism,
although the Laws of Nature were held up as inflexible and
inviolable, as a Fate to which all must bow, still no attempt was
made to discover any of these laws * and in the absence of the
knowledge of the particular laws, no advance was possible